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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

      OF THE RETTENDON PARISH COUNCIL

                                    HELD ON MONDAY 28th MARCH 2011 

                    

     in THE RETTENDON VILLAGE HALL.
181 10/11
To Record the Members Present:







7.30pm.
Councillor  [Chairman] Mr R Fallows. 

Councillors: Mrs K Clark, Mrs J Copsey, Mrs U Davies, Mr R Hart, Mr J Havard, Mr B Sankey and Mr S Morris.

Ward Councillor Mr R Ride.


The Clerk: Mr B Summerfield.

182 10/11
Apologies and reasons for absence:      



To be received by the Clerk in person via: email, letter and telephone



Mrs P Prebble (Flue) and (via Councillor Mr R Ride) Councillor Mr L Millane.




183 10/11
To Receive Declarations of Interests:




The Clerk reminded the Council that he has the forms for the update of councillors interests.

184 10/11
Guest Speaker:
       None.
185 10/11
Public Forum:          STRICTLY FIVE MINUTES ONLY PER SPEAKER 


(5 minutes only) set aside for each Councillor, visiting Councillors and members of the public.


Councillor  [Chairman] Mr R Fallows recorded the demise of Councillor Mrs Vi Benson and her funeral attended by councillors at All Saints Church, Rettendon on Friday 25th March 2011. 

Councillor Mr R Ride reported: The government want to devolve more power to Parish Councils – The amended Rettendon VDS to be approved by the CBC, post the Election. - Councillors (Parishes and CBC) are now at the ‘Purdah stage’ pre the election.
186 10/11
To Receive The Minutes of the 28th February 2011.







The Minutes were read and were resolved to be agreed.


Proposed by Councillors: Mrs J Copsey, seconded by Mr B Sankey and agreed by all.


The Chairman duly signed the Minutes as a correct record.

187 10/11The Clerk and Councillors Reports of Matters Arising from the Minutes.

i
(Minute 164/i)



The Website.

The Clerk reported: the above is shut down for preparation for the new Website.
ii
(Minute 169/ii)


Emergency Officer visit booked for 27th June 2011.


The Clerk reported the above.
iii
(Minute 169/vii)
 

BB Free Church re: grant application for a disabled toilet.
The Clerk reported: that regretfully his research has shown that the Council has no power to contribute public funds under S137 or S19 to the above. Council agreed to hold for other opportunities.
iv
(Minute 175/iv)


40mph sign missing by the Cattery/High House Farm, Woodham Road. 


The Clerk reported highways ref no: 
48795.
v
(Minute 175/iv) 


Speeding vehicles, speed limits and enforcement on the Woodham Road. 


The Clerk reported his prompting email to Councillor Hume.
vi
(Minute 175/iv)


Build-outs on East Hanningfield Road.

The Clerk reported highways ref no: 
48858.

vii
(Minute 175/iv)


White lining at the Junction of Main Road and East Hanningfield Road. 


The Clerk reported highways ref no: 
48800.
viii
(Minute 178) 



Missing ‘Rettendon Village’ Signs at the Village Chicanes.



The Clerk reported highways ref no: 
48796.
ix
(Minute 178)



Rubbish in ditches in Old Barn Lane.

The Clerk reported the above by telephone.
188 10/11
The VDS and a Parish Plan 

Councillors reports:

The amended Rettendon VDS to be approved by CBC, post the Election.

189 10/11
The Proposed New Pavilion.    (Builders quotations for the full completion of the building).
i
Councillor Mr R Hart’s report: two estimates to the next Agenda. 

ii
The Clerk’s report: one estimate had been turned down and has one currently in progress.

190 10/11
The Bell Fields.

i
Clerk’s report re: solicitors costs to date were as agreed £ 250 + vat.
ii
Council agreed the continuation of registration under ‘Possessory Title’.

The Clerk will expedite
iii
i
Councillor Mr R Hart’s report re: Mr Marshalls estimate for the ditches was approx £500 max.

ii
The Council agreed the costs.
iv
Clerk’s report re: permission from Mr R Howard and will confirm with a letter.

v
The Clerk to send Mr Marshall the detail of the agreed ditch clearance requirements re: the western, northern and Eastern ditches as per Clerk’s report.
191 10/11
Correspondence
i    
To receive a letter March 2011 from CBC re: Parish Councils Meeting on 24th May at Council Chamber 6.30 for 7pm.


The Clerk will forward names on receipt from Councillors.
ii    
To receive a e/letter March 2011 from CBC re: Allocation of postal numbers at Bridge Nursery were recorded.

iii   
To receive a e/letter March 2011 from ECC re: Mobile Library Day and Time changes was recorded.

iv
A commercial visit from the Chetwood Children’s centres was not agreed.


Clerk to notify.
v
Agreed Councillors to research the position of a further dog bin at the Meadow Road entrance to the Sonters Down  Playspace and Clerk to enquire re: grass cuts.


Correspondence with Mr S Wilson to be updated by the Clerk.

vi

Publications and General Information: EALC County Update and Bundles, Making the Links, Fieldwork, Essex 



Oyster, Bus Passenger News, etc, etc were recorded.

192 10/11
Village Hall Management Committee.



The 24th March 2011 meeting was cancelled.

193 10/11
Planning
i     
The Planning Committee. 


None

ii
New Applications: 


i
Application no  011/00205/FUL  St Davids, Woodham Road SS11 7QU (Demolish Existing Garage and Replace with Two Story Side Extensions, Two Story Front Extensions and Part Single/Part Two Storey Rear Extension) – The Parish Council have no objection. 


ii
Application no  011/00250/FUL  Penny Loans, Warren Road, Rettendon Common CM3 8DG (Retrospective Application for a Greenhouse and Raised Lawn Terrace) 



– The Parish Council support.


iii
Application no  011/00362/FUL  Oakdene, Main Road Rettendon CM3 8DP (Demolition of Existing Annex to Bungalow and Construction of New Detached Four Bedroomed Dwelling) -
The Parish Council declared an interest in the application as the next door neighbour on both sides (north and south) and have concerns re: 


i
the protection of the historic Rettendon Oak (TPO) and the protection of any possible roots growing under the area of the forecourt of the application 



ii
possible difficulty with parking and turning.


iv
Application no  011/00368/FUL  Rettendon House, Main Road CM3 8DW (Amendment to Application 10/01655/FUL (First Floor Front Extension, Single Storey Rear Extension with Flat Roof Area to Provide Balcony to First Floor and New Rear Dormer Window and Rear Balcony) to Replace the Flat Roof Area Providing Balcony to First Floor with a First Floor Extension)



 – The Parish Council support.


v
Application no  011/00413/CLEUD  Hobbits Hole, South Hanningfield Road CM3 8HD (Residential Dwelling and Sale of Motorcars)



 – The Parish Council make no comment.  


vi
Application no  011/00433/CLEUD  G W Smith, Woodham Road, BB SS11 7QL (Retail Sales of Fruit, Vegetables, Coal, Coalite, Barbeque Charcoal, Allied Grocery Products, Pet Food and Bird Food) 

· The Parish Council support more than 4 years.
The Chairman allowed an extra item:

vii
Application no 11/00407/CLEUD – Lappages Farm, east Hanningfield Road CM3 8EG (All uses: Agriculture, repairs to cars/horse boxes, operation of recovery lorry, agricultural equipment, supply and fitting of vehicles tyres, repairs to agricultural equipment have occurred continuously for 10 years proceeding this application)        



- The Parish Council make no comment.

iii
Appeals:   None

iv
Others:   


i
The Clerk’s letter to Southern Counties of 4th March 2011 was recorded.


ii  
An e/letter March 2011 from Southern Counties re: Copy of their response to Pearl was recorded.


iii
A letter March 2011 from Mr Hosegood, Planning Officer re: Southern Counties application for removal of conifers on their northern boundary  (copy enclosed) was recorded.


iv
The Clerk’s email (including the Pearl letter) requesting a response delay for the RPC meeting of the 28th March was recorded.
v
The PC’s response to Planning, CBC was agreed:


i
The Council wish to confirm their opposition to the application and to clarify the Parish Councils decision of October 2010.



The Parish Council resolved in October 2010,  (Minute 114 10/11)
Southern Counties  




i
The Parish Council decision of February 2010 (Minute 205 09/10) re: The Lower Bell Field 



quote: 
a land drain be installed within the bottom end of the Lower Bell Field for the benefit of drainage of the lower bell field only and at the approximate cost to the Parish Council of  £1,000-00 







unquote –  was rendered obsolete by observation, during a later flooding situation, that the majority of the flood water entering the field was from the overflow of water along the westerly drainage ditch. The flood water not being able to exit through Southern Counties property to the Main Drain.

ii
Resolved: 



i
The Parish Council to request that Southern Counties make sure that their drainage system is not blocked or that its capacity is insufficient for the purpose of the free flow of water from our westerly ditch.


ii
The PC are advised that the remedy for any flooding lies within the curtilage of Southern Counties property.


   

Proposed by Councillors: Mr R Fallows seconded Mrs P Prebble and agreed by all.


iii
The independent observations of the land drainage experts Hugh Pearl (Land Drainage) Ltd supports the above decision.


iv
The Parish Council agree with the sentiments expressed in the last paragraph of your letter where you state that there is no guarantee that the formation of a ditch within Bell Field would mean for certain that the trees could be retained because Southern Counties office building is suffering structural problems and the available evidence suggests that this is at least partly as a result of the conifer trees. You understand however, that Southern Counties are considering replacing their office building with a new office building. This would seem to provide an opportunity for the new building to be provided with foundations to accommodate any ground movement resulting from the trees and for the trees to be retained.


v
The Parish Council request that there be an agreed pause in carrying out any action to the conifer trees and such consideration be left until the application for the new build is submitted.

vi
Clerk to forward the retrospective planning question.
194 10/11
Finance
i
A Financial Statement for the period ending 14 March 2011 was recorded. 

ii 
The Clerk’s telephone transfers from the Business to the Current Account of £ TBA was recorded. 

iii
An Invoice March 2011 from Images re: Newsletter @ £106-80  was recorded.

iv
An Invoice March 2011 from EALC re: Annual subscription 2011-2012 @ £324-92 was recorded.
v
The payment February 2011 to AON re: Annual insurance 2011-2012 @ £2,863-10 was recorded.
vi
The payment February 2011 to invoice re: PAYE Office annual expenses for 2010-2011 @ £404-28 was recorded.

vii 
The payment February 2011 to invoice re: PAYE Petrol annual expenses for 2010-2011 @ £419-11 was recorded.

viii 
The payment February 2011 to A G Mitchell re: 4590211 Rettendon Oak (pole 4) work @ £936-00 was recorded.

ix
The payment February 2011 to A G Mitchell re: 4600211 Tree survey (ins. req.) @ £120-00 was recorded.

x
The payment February 2011 to A&J Lighting re: 23345 two streetlight repairs @ £139-56 was recorded.

xi
The payment February 2011 to Images re: Newsletter @ £104-58 was recorded.

xii
The monthly statements from HSBC @ £30,000 was recorded.

xiii
Resolved all payments, the monthly financial statements, transfers and countersigned cheques.


Proposed by Councillors: Mr S Morris seconded by Mrs U Davies and agreed by all.

195 10/11
Highways and Footpaths

Councillor reports: Public requests for ‘Slow Down’ signs in Maltings Road - Flashing speeding signs were discussed.
196 10/11
Street Lighting in Rettendon and Battlesbridge

i
Streetlights in Battlesbridge:

i
The Clerk reported his site meetings with Cartledge re: the proposed two new Streetlights in Maltings Road.


ii
Councillor Mr R Hart reported his consultation with the Maltings Road residents re: the above and found only one dissenter.


iii
The Cartledge quotation for supply and installation of two streetlight columns in Maltings Road @ £1,753 + vat


was agreed.


Proposed by Councillor Mr R Hart, seconded by Councillor Mr J Havard and agreed by all.

iv
The Clerk reminded the Council that the ‘UK Power Networks’ costing’s for connections to the Electricity supply will be in available in due course.

ii
Village Hall car park lights. 


i
Councillor Mr R Hart reported that the connection ditch and trunking was ready for electricity connection


at a cost of £85-34 labour and parts.


ii
Chairman Councillor Mr R Fallows proposed a vote of thanks to Councillor Mr R Hart for his personal hard work, which was warmly supported by all members present.

iii
The Clerk reported: The ECC, Streetlighting (corner pole light) was not on their list and was not their responsibility.


iv
The Council decided that they will adopt/take over responsibility for the Carpark corner light by insuring and paying for the power supply.


Proposed by Councillor Mr R Hart, seconded by Councillor Mrs J Copsey and agreed by all.

iii
Councillor reports: 
None.
197 10/11
The Election:


Application forms.
No Questions.
198 10/11
Future Projects

Councillors agreed the new Council: will look at ‘new build’ properties (for local funding) and the VDS results. 

199 10/11
Items from Councillors    For exchange of information and next Agenda items only.
Items: Funding for the swimming pool in memory of Vi Benson – Mr R Fallows to talk with the school –security gates at the back of the bungalows are now in position at the end of Meadow Road – aerobatics over Rettendon Village was discussed.
200 10/11
Date, Time and Place of the Next Parish Council Meeting.
Agreed: 18th APRIL 2011 (at the Rettendon Memorial Hall, Main Road, Rettendon (commencing at 7.30 pm.)

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.10pm.
14th April 2011.  





                                     Mr B. Summerfield.       

                                                           Rettendon P.C. Clerk.
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